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(@ Kurashiki Bikan
Historical Quarter

Beauty and art honed
by cotton

Fo

r those seeking the standard course around Kurashiki

® Ku rashiki—kan Cultural Property ‘
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Kurashiki Town
Hall constructed
in the early Taisho
period with a
Westernized style.

9 Kurashiki I\Iy Square Cultural Property
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Witness how cotton
production advanced
from manual work

to alarge-scale
textile industry using
machinery.
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museum in Japan with

a focus on Western

art, representing the

accomplishments of the Ohara family that
their fortune in the cotton trade.

| AlJapanese-style villa
_ and Japanese garden

° Shinkeien
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built to celebrate

the 60th birthday of
Koshiro Ohara, the first
president of Kurabo
Industries Ltd.

o Kurashiki Museum of Folk-Craft ‘cuusiproperty |
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A folk art museum
converted from a
rice granary dating
back to the late Edo
period.

Kurashiki SOLA |

[ Access to Kurashiki City, Okayama Prefecture |

Purchase denim goods, pottery and rush grass
products made by Kurashiki artists, and other
souvenirs unique to Kurashiki. Opening hours vary
depending on each facility.
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[Travel time] Approx. & hours driving and walking

73 Kojima

he birthplace of jeans

made in Japan
For fashion and craft enthusiasts

Recommended Model Courses

[Travel time] Approx. 3 hours walk
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[Travel time] Approx. 3 hours driving and walking

€l Tamashima

Tamashima-the town of
cotton and tea
For history, culture and retro aficionados

e Mt. Washu Observatory No. 2 ]

° Entsuji TempIeJ

e

The observatory offering stunning
views of the Seto Inland Sea, the
Seto-Ohashi Bridge, and Kojima
from Mt. Washu. ®Available

o Shimotsui Shipping
Agent Museum

Cultural Property

A tourist spot for gaining a feel of the bustling
port town of Shimotsui, which flourished as

a port of call for Kitamaebune, its history of
logistics and commerce. A restaurant and a
souvenir store is available. ®Available
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Delve into the story of
how Kojima became
the “birthplace of
jeans made in Japan.”
®Available

Point

The jeans production workshop is
also recommended (reservation
required by the day before).

¢ Nozakl Famllyls Cultural Property
Historical Residence
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Explore exhibits related
to salt production
inside the storehouse.
®Available

Kojima Jeans Street ]

Talk a walk down the
400-meter street
lined with unique
jeans stores and find
your favorite item.
®Available
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Located on a hill offering
panoramic views of the town of Tamashima
and the Seto Inland Sea. ®Available

Point

Sip on a cup of green tea while
taking in the stunning view
Tamashima town from

the Hakkasan

Observation

Rest Area.

_

e Old Yunokl HOUSE (SaiSO'tEi) Cultural Property

=] Said to have been
¢ Ohara House Katalyzer =3l Recommended Spot constructed in the middle
(Old Ohara House)  Cultural Property 3 . of the Edo period, and
Py . . — ’ Yoshimata Shoten served as the seat of the
Y.} Explore the history of eight generations ) 2
~n - of the Ohara family through various Stop by the fresh fish store A feudal lord.
3 exhibits Y g Yoshimata Shoten after visiting o1 @Available
2 ) . Shimotsui Shipping Agent Museum. 3 (®Use the Drum Can Bridge parking lot
o Ohara Museum of Art icutusiposers Point
’ o For the Tamashima course, park your car at the Drum Can
The first private art Jeans Museum ] Bridge Parking Lot nearby and talk a walk around!

| The shrine paid homage
_ for peaceful land when

o Haguro Shrine
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the Bitchu Matsuyama
Clan reclaimed the area
of Tamashima during
the Edo period.
®Use the Drum Can
Bridge parking lot
Point
Gorgeous red ink stamps are

recommended (available for
pickup at a later date).

Tamashima Townscape cuturlproerty
Preservation District (Nakagaicho)

Nakagaicho gives visitors a feel for the
history of commerce that has continued
since the Edo period.

®Use the Drum Can Bridge parking lot

Recommended Spot

Kikuchi Sake Brewery

Kurashiki's leading sake brewery, the recipient of numerous
awards in Japan and abroad. Tasting service available.

' JAPAN HERITAGE|

The Story of Kurashiki Begins
With a Single Cotton Plant

A textile town interweaving Japanese and western textures

EXCURSION MAP

il

JAPAN HERITAGE
KURASHIKI

The Story of Kurashiki Begins With a Single Cotton Plant

The story of a textile town interweaving Japanese and western textures

The southern area of Okayama Prefecture, home to the city of Kurashiki, was once a sea. The sea was turned into land through
land reclamation, where crops such as cotton and rushes were cultivated. This spurred the development of the Kurashiki City
textile industry.

Kurashiki, which became a “tenryo” under the direct control of the shogunate, developed as a hub for the collection and
distribution of supplies. The area around the Kurashiki River, which was used as a canal, was crowded with wholesalers and

Kurashiki City

Japan Heritage Promotion Council

FY2025 Japan Heritage Appeal Promotion Project
(Secretariat) Kurashiki City Japan Heritage Promotion Office

640 Nishinaka Shinden, Kurashiki City, Okayama 710-8565

tel.086-426-3018 /fax.086-426-5131
www.city.kurashiki.okayama.jp/kura-story/

Photo: Kurashiki City Tourism Information Dissemination Council

brokers dealing in cotton and other goods, with successful merchants building grand mansions. Kojima, which produced
Sanada braided straw and Kokura textiles, became the backbone underpinning development of the textile industry in the
region. In the port town, merchants purchased dried sardines and pressed herring used as fertilizer for cotton crops, and
shipped cotton products out.

Approximately 45 minutes from JR Shin-Osaka Station to JR Okayama Station by Sanyo
Shinkansen, approximately 20 minutes from JR Okayama Station to JR Kurashiki Station
FOUNEVELENSIEIES Approximately 35 minutes by bus from Okayama Airport to JR Kurashiki Station North Exit

Approximately 1 hour from JR Kansai Airport Station to JR Shin-Osaka Station by Limited
Express Haruka, approximately 45 minutes from JR Shin-Osaka Station to JR Okayama
Station by Sanyo Shinkansen, approximately 20 minutes from JR Okayama Station to JR
Kurashiki Station

From Kansai Airport

The textile industry that boomed from a single cotton plant developed Kurashiki into a “textile town” boasting one of the
highest shipments of textile products in Japan, and also laid the foundation for the creation of a townscape where traditional
merchant houses and Western-style architecture symbolizing modernization stand side by side.

Check here for access information from various locations
Kurashiki Sightseeing WEB | Access to Kurashiki

https://www.kurashiki-tabi.jp/access-to-kurashiki/

*Travel times are approximate. *Based on information available as of October 2025. Please check
the facility’s official website or other platforms for opening hours, closed days, etc. before visiting.
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